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If they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neuther wall 
they be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 
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TO THE 


CONGREGATION attending the Lord's- 
Day Evening Letture, at the Rev. Mr. 


BARKER's MEETING, Butt Lane, Dept- 
ford. ah 


CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


TEE following diſcourſe, which was preached by 
the author in his regular courſe of viſiting you, was 
received with all thoſe flattering marks of partiality, which 
diſtinguiſh the friend from the critic, and the plain, 
ſerious Chriſtian, from the trifling hearer, whoſe religion 
is mere ſpeculation, Conſequently, the deſire (expreſſed 
by many of you) to ſee it in its preſent form, cannot be 
conſidered as a criterion what reception it will meet from 
others. But, whether it be approved, or deſpiſed, by the 
generality of its readers, the author is ſatisfied in his own 
mind, that the ſentiments it contains, are drawn from 
Revelation; and are in themſelves of infinite importance 
to Mankind; under this idea he warmly recommended 
them to you from the pulpit, and now preſents them to 

the public eye. 
Ax You 
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You will perceive, I think on peruſing it, that as far as 
a Sermon delivered extempore can be recollected, it is 
done here: though now the firſt impreſſions made by the 
preaching of it, are probably ſomewhat abated in your 
minds, I fear it will fall very far ſhort of your expefta- 
tions. This Sermon does not come recommended by any 
of thoſe excellencies, which the critic would require to 
render it even paſſable. There is no ingenuity in its ar- 
rangement, it is very incorrect in point of compoſition, 
and without any novelty in its ſentiments; but conſiſts of 
plain things, ſet forth in a very plain way. But ſuch as 
it is, the Author devotes it to your uſe and commends 
both it, and you, to the bleſſing of God. 


Joux TowNSEND. 


Jamaica-Row, Rotherhithe- Road, 
Sept. 8, 17789. 
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MATTHEW xkxv. 46. 


And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal. 


T O what grand and important things does the 
Saviour call our attention, in chis part of the 
Scripture, by telling us, When the Son of Man ſhall 
come in has glory, and all the holy angels with ham ; 
then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his glory, verſe 
31. What a ſcene will then be preſented to our 
view! What a train of intereſting circumſtances 
will combine to uſher in, and ſtand attendant up- 
on this glorious event! The Angel ſhall ſwear by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, that there ſhall be 
time no longer, Rev. x. 6. The ſun ſhall be black, 
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the moon ſhall become as blood, and the ſtars of hea- 
ven ſhall fall to the ground, Rev. vi. 12, 13. The 
heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent heat ; the earth alſo, 
and the works that are therein ſhall be burned up, 
2 Peter 111. 10. The great white throne ſhall be 
ſet, the judge ſeated, the books be opened, and the dead 
judged out of the things which were written therein, 
Rev. xx. 11, 42. And what adds to the impor- 
tance of all is, that we ourſelves ſhall moſt aſſur- 
edly be witneſſes of theſe ſolemn tranſaQtions ; yu 
before him ſhall be gathered all nations, verſe*g2- 
The dead ſhall be raiſed, the ſea, earth, and hell, 

ſhall all yield up their ſacred depoſits to the judg- 
ment of the great day; that great and terrible 
day of the Lord. And ſhall all theſe things ſure- 
ly come to paſs! then let us ſeriouſly enquire 
what ſituation we ſhall occupy in that tremen- 
dous hour? Shall we be conſidered as enemies 
or friends to the Bridegroom? Will his coun- 
tenance wear a placid ſmile, or an angry and in- 
dignant frown? With what kind of feelings do 
we realize the proſpect of this day? Are they 
painful, or are they pleaſing? It is very needful 
we ſhould examine ourſelves upon this ſubjed, 

becauſe, it is added, He all ſeparate them one 


from another, as a ſhepherd dividet has ſheep from 


the goats, verſe 32, When the dead are raiſed, 
judged, and ſeparated, according to their reſpec- 
tive ſtates and charaQters, the whole will finiſh 

with 
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with the -accompliſhment:of what is ſaid in our 
text ; the one going into everlaſting puniſhment; 
and the other into life eternal. In diſcourſing 
upon which, I ſhall beg your attention to a _ 
plain obſervations. 


Obfo. I. After all the names, by which the : 
profeſſors of religion are known, the different 
creeds to which they affent, and the various 
forms of worſhip eſtabliſhed among them; yet 
there is but one general line of diſtinction to be 
drawn through the whole of mankind : conſe- 
ſequently, the Scripture deſcribes them, either as 
Believers or Unbelievers; or, as my text, the 
Righteous, and thoſe which are not ſo; but are 
in a natural, unrenewed, and unrighteous ſtate. 
That there is none righteous, no, not one; is a 
truth repeatedly mentioned in the Scriptures, 
and is ſtriftly true in its application to the children 
of men, as conſidered in their original ſtate; for 
1 we are all both Jew and Gentile, concluded under 
fin, Gal. iii. 22. We are, by nature, the children 

of wrath, Eph. ii. 3, We are all the ſubjects of 
a depraved, polluted nature; altogether as an un- 
clean thing: and our righteouſneſſes as filthy rags, 
Iſa. Ixiv. 6. In this depraved ſtate, the minds of 
unrighteous and natural men, are enmity againſt 

God, Rom. viii. 7. and ſhew themſelves in open 

rebellion againſt his Perfections, Providence, and 
. Grace. Againſt the laſt of theſe, as it is diſ- 


played 
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played in the perſon and work of the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, I think I may ſay, there is at this time 
an inveterate and malicious oppoſition ; it is look- 
ed upon with ſcorn and contempt, derided as a 
fooliſh and inconſiſtent plan, unworthy of God, 
and irreconcileable to reaſon ; as well as repug- 


nant to all the feelings of human nature. But all - 


this is no more than the Scripture hath forewarn- 
ed us ſhould come to paſs; and that hath been 
done before. We preach Chriſt crucified, unto the 
Jews a ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks fooliſh- 
neſs, 1 Cor. i. 23. compared with Pſa. ii. 2, 3. 
In ſhort, we ſee the unrenewed ſinner forming 
high thoughts of himſelf, following the - unruly 
and ſinful inclinations of his own mind; and in 
his heart, converſation, and conduct, exalting 
himſelf againſt God, ſaying, Who is the Lord, that 


T ſhould obey his voice. In this ſtate the ſinner 


lives, ſatisfied of his own ſafety, pleaſing himſelf 


with the things of time and ſenſe; concluding, 


that when he dies, and goes into eternity, he 
ſhall fare as well as others: ſeeing, God is very 
good, and will not be over rigorous ; but make 


allowances for the imperfeQions of human na- 


ture. This is the ſtate, temper, and character of 
the man, when unrighteous: but mark the dif- 
ference when he is brought acquainted with re- 
ligion, and by grace, numbered among the righ- 
teous, whom the Lord accepts. That God, who 
cauſed the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhining 

into 
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into the heart of ſuch a ſinner, makes ſuch diſ- 
coveries to him, as fills him with aſtoniſhment, 
and makes him a wonder to himſelf. Sin, which 
he once conſidered as a mere trifle, a thing of no 
conſequence, he finds to be exceeding ſinſul; 
and his heart is filled with ſhame, remorſe, 
and guilt under a ſenſe thereof. That God, 
whom he had been accuſtomed to eſteem a God 
© All Mercy,” he now diſcovers to be a God 
hating fin; a God whoſe holineſs and juſtice 
obligates him to puniſh it. The law, which he 
ſuppoſed might be eaſily kept, or which, at leaſt» 
would admit of a partial obedience ; he finds to 
be ſo ſpiritual, extenſive,” and minute in its de- 
mands, as not to admit of one deviation, in 
thought, word, or deed, without denouncing its 
judgment againſt him, Gal. iii. 10. James 11. 10. 
and under the influence of theſe diſcoveries, he 
is ſtript of that falſe peace and hope, in which 
he once prided himſelf, Rom. vii. g, 10. 11. 


In this ſtate, he lives under the moſt pain- 
ful apprehenſions of the divine diſpleaſure: he 
feels there is but a ſtep between him and eternal 
death. Impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of his own 
wretchedneſs, and utter helpleſſneſs; he draws 
nigh to the throne of grace, guilty and tremb- 
ling; he is aſhamed ſo much as to li/t up his eyes 
to heaven, he ſmites on has breaſt, ſaying, God be 

B merciful 
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merciful to me a ſinner, Luke xviii. 13. But God 
does not leave him in this ſtate ; he that gave the 
wound, diſcovers the remedy : he that awakens 
to a ſenſe of danger, ſhews the place of ſafety : 
the Spirit takes of the things of Jeſus, and ſhews 
them to the ſinner, John xvi. 14. He reveals 
the dignity of the Redeemer's perſon, the ful- 
neſs of his grace, the efficacy of his atone- 
ment, and the ſufficiency of his righteouſneſs : 
in all this he beholds the ſuitableneſs and abi- 
lity of Chriſt to ſave the very chief of ſin- 
ners: ſuch he now eſtcems himſelf, his mind 
is humbled to receive ſalvation by grace, through 
faith, Eph. ii. 8. He is made willing, in the 
day of the Redeemer's power, and through un- 
feigned faith in him, as the only and all- ſuffi- 
cient Saviour of ſinners, becomes the happy 
partaker of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, a new na- 
ture, and grace to bring forth the fruzts of righte- 
ouſneſs : and theſe three conſtitute the eſſential 
branches of a righteous man's charatter, and are 
all ſpoken of as inſeparable parts of real religion. 
See Phil. iii. 9. Gal. vi. 15. Heb. xii. 14. If 
theſe things are ſo, let us examine ourſelves, 
what ſtate are we in? hath this great change in 
ſtate, nature, and conduct, ever paſſed upon us? 
we muſt be made righteous (Rom. v. 19.) in all 
theſe reſpects; for ſhort of this, our name, creed, 
and profeſſions avail us nothing. 

Obfo. II. 
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Obſo. II. The Righteous and the Wicked 
ſhall both exiſt in a future ſtate. 


In the preſent life it is true, that every man in 
his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity. Aſllietion, dil- | 
ſeaſe, and death are ſtalking abroad through all 
our borders; while our proſpetts are ſo bound- 
ed, our diſappointments ſo numerous and per- 
plexing ; our molt valuable and refined enjoy- 
ments, at belt ſo inſipid and uncertain, we cannot 
but acknowledge, if in bis life only we have hopes 
we are of all men moſt miſerable. But the expecta- 
tion and proſpect of a future ſtate, animates and 
charms the afflicted foul, enables it to hold on its 
way, and inſpires it with contentment, amidſt all 
the viciſſitudes of this mortal life. To admit the 
wretched and gloomy ſentiment that there is no 
hereafter ; is to cut the very ſinews of that hope, 
by which the Righteous have ever been ſupport- 
ed and comforted ; and takes away one of the 
ſtrongeſt guardians of morality. I have called 
the dottrine of non-exiſtence @ gloomy one, and 
indeed, I think there is ſo much truth in the ap- 
pellation, that even allowing the contrary doc- 
trine to be falſe, and admitting we are to periſh 
like the brute beaſt, and the belief of a future 
ſtate, but a dream or a phantom: even in this 
point of view, it is deſirable to beguile the tedi- 
ous hours as we paſs along the rugged and gloo- 
my path of life; eſpecially when we conſider that 
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if the doctrine of a future ſtate be but a dream, 


the admitting it as real, can be productive of na 


evil; and the rejecting it as falſe, can afford 
neither advantage nor pleaſure. But, are Chriſ- 
tians reduced to this dilemma ? no, there is no 
need of airy dreams, or delufive fancies to a- 
muſe us. We know in whom we have believed. We 


have not followed cunningly deviſed fables. 


The Chriſtian may examine the objections of 
the ſneering ſcoffer; and when he hath done, 
confidently affirm, from the combined evidence 
of reaſon, experience, and revelation, that Though 
worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall ] ſee 
God, Job xix. 26. Nay, the Heathens themſelves, 
remote as they were from the fountain of ſpiritual] 
knowledge ; and dark as their beſt conceptions 
were on theological ſubjetts, yet in their belief of 
this doctrine, they ſhame the Inſects of this en- 
lightened age. 


To ſuch as reje& the clear and ſubſtantial evi- 
dence, by which the Scriptures are authenticat- 
ed to be the Word of God; and who laugh at the 
whole as a mere fable; it is natural to treat the 
doctrine of future rewards and puniſhment with 
a daring contempt. But I own, I am greatly ſur- 


priſed to find-any who profeſs to believe the 


truth of divine revelation, deny this dottrine a 
place in the Old Teſtament Scriptures; where it 
it 
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is ſo plainly revealed; and in proof of which, I 
ſhall ſele& a paſſage or two from thence, 


There are ſome paſlages in the Old Teſtament, 
which evince the dottrine of a future ſtate, with» 
out referring particularly either to the happineſs 
or miſery of it. Our Lord affirms this doarine 
was declared, when God /pake to Moſes out of the 
buſh, ſaying, I am the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob: and adds, 
by way of comment, He is not the God of the dead, 
but the God of the living, Mark x11. 26. 27. The 
language of Job correſponds: I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the lat- 
ter day upon the earth; and though after my ſkin 
worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall T ſee 
God, Job xix. 25, 26. By which it appears, that 
under all his diſtreſs, and in the immediate prof. 
pett of approaching diſſolution, he was ſupported 
and comforted by his expeQtation of a future, 
and q better ſtate ; which leads me to remark. 


That Old Teſtament Saints not only looked 
for a future ſtate, but for kappineſs and glory in 
| that ſtate. Abraham did this; He looked for a 
| 1 city which hath foundations, whoſe builder and ma- 

5 ker is God, Heb. xi. 10. And again, ſpeaking of 
= Abraham, and all thoſe illuſtrious ſervants of 
| God, who preceded him; he adds, Theſe all 
1 died in faith, not having received the promiſes, but 
——_ having 


ſtone, and an horrible tempe/! ; and this ſhall be the 
Portion of thetr cup. There is one paſſage more 


SE 


having ſeen them afar off, and were perſuaded of 
them, and embraced them, and conſeſſed that they 
were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth: for they 
that ſay fuch things, declare plainly, that they ſeek a 
country: and truly if they had been mindful of that 
country from whence they came out, they might have 
had opportunity to have returned: but now they 
deſire a better country, that is an heavenly; where- 
fore God is not aſhamed to be called their God, for 
he hath prepared for them a city, Heb. xi. 13-16. 
We have another inſtance in Moſes, verſe 26. 
who was enabled to deſpiſe all the riches and 
glory of the world, through faith in, and an eye 
to that recompence of reward, which lay beyond 
the preſent life. See alſo Pſalm xvii. 15. Ixxilt. 
24. Eccleſ. xii. 7. John v. 39. 


The Old Teſtament likewiſe points out the 
miſery of a future ſtate: The wicked ſhall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that forget God, Pſalm 
ix. 17. To ſay that David meant nothing more 
than the grave in this place, would be making 
him ſpeak abſurdly : for the righteous die as well 
as the wicked, The meaning of David in this 
place, anſwers to another in Pſalm xi. 6. Upon 
ihe wicked God will rain ſnares, fire, and brim- 


out of the Old Teſtament, which ſhould not be 
paſſed by, becauſe it affirms all three. And many 


of 
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of them which ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame 
and everlaſting contempt, Dan. x11. 2. 


Obſo. III. In a future ſtate, the righteous and 
the wicked will be divided; one to [:/e, and the 
other to puniſhiment. Both theſe are now to be 
deſcribed. But, alas! who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? Paul, after he had a viſion of the hea- 
venly glory, tells us, it was unutterable ; and as to 
his anger, who knoweth the power thereof ? 


I. Of future bleſſedneſs: in ſpeaking of which 
I ſhall conſider by what metaphors it is deſcrib- 
ed, and of what privileges it conſiſts. 


1. By what metaphors it is deſcribed. In this 
preſent ſtate our minds are fo clogged by 
fleſh and ſenſe, that our beſt diſcoverics are but 
as ſecing through a glaſs darkly, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
and of courſe, all our notions of God, heaven, 
and heavenly things, are proportionably defec- 
tive. The goodnels of God hath, however, con- 
deſcended to the dulneſs of our capacities, and 
to the contratted nature of our imaginations, by 
revealing ſpiritual things through the medium 
of ſenſible repreſentations and metaphors, taken 
from thoſe things with which we are more conver- 
{ant ; ſo that, through this medium, they become 
more plain and intelligible. The apoſtle Peter calls 
it 
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it an inheritance; and to ſhew its ſuperior excel- 
lence, ſays, i is incorruptible, undefiled, and ſa- 


deth not away, 1 Pet. i. 4. Paul, ſpeaking of it, 
under the ſame idea, calls it, the znheritance of the - 


ſaints in light, Col. i. 12. By the emblem of light, 
the apoſtle would ſhew us the. glory, the joy, and 
the purity of heaven ; for light hath ſplendor, ex- 
cites cheerfulneſs, and repreſents holineſs ; and 
conſequently is a fit emblem of that place. It 
is called a Reſt, Rev. xiv. 13, and it has been 
viewed under this idea with much pleaſure ; for 
what natural reſt is to the weary traveller, or to 
the worn out labourer, that is Heaven to the 
Chriſtian, who hath been exerciſed with trials 
and difficulties all his days. It is called a crown 
of righteouſneſs, 1 Tim. iv. 8. A crown of life, 
Rev. ii. 10. A crown of glory that fadeth not 
away, 1 Pet. v. 4. Theſe expreſſions ſhadow 
forth the unſpeakable glory and complete vittory 
which all ſhall 'obtain, who, as good ſoldiers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, have fought the good fight of faith. 
It is called a heavenly country, the kingdom of God, 
our Father's houſe, the hidden treaſure, and endur- 
ing ſubſtance : in ſhort, it is the paradiſe of God. 


2. Of what does its bleſſedneſs actually con- 
fiſt ? one part of it is the full and perfeft viſion 
of Jehovah's glory. In alluſion to this Chriſt 
ſpeaks, Father I will that they alſo, whom thou 


haſtgiven me, be with me where J am, that they may 
behold 
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behold my glory, John xvii. 24. and Paul re- 
joiced in the proſpett of heaven, becauſe there 
he ſhould ſee Jeſus face to face, 1 Cor: xiii. 12. 
and it. is called ſeeing him as he is, 1 John 
iii. 2. While here our largeſt diſcoveries are 
but ſmall, and the light of his countenance often 
intercepted ; but in heaven, the full beams of his 
glory will be diſplayed, and we ſhall be capaci- 
tated to ſuſtain the pleaſing and ſoul-tranſport- 
ing ſight. Heaven will conſiſt of more intimate, 
and peryect communion with, and the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of God. Theſe conſtituted no ſmall 
part of the happineſs of man in his primeval ſtate, 
and theſe make up the felicity of Chriſtians in 
the preſent life. The foretaſtes they have had 
of it in their cloſets, under the word preached, 
and at the Lord's Table ; has at times made them 
long for their earthly tabernacles to be taken 
down, that they might reach the perfection of this 


glory: | f 


This bleſſedneſs is to conſiſt of peryedt likeneſs 
to God. One great part of religion in the pre- 
ſent life is to put on the new man, which after 
God, is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
Eph: iv. 24. But the full meaſure of this 1s 
reſerved for another life, and is a grand ſource of 
happineſs to glorified ſaints, and has always been 
one reaſon why the ſaints on earth deſire it; 
hence ſays David, I ſhall be ſatisfied when J 
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awake with thy likeneſs, Pſalm xvii. 15. Like- 
wiſe the apoſtle John, when he ſhall appear we ſhall 
be like him, 1 Epiſt. iii. 2. The greateſt burden 
and grief to Chriſtians in this life is fin, under the 
remains of which they groan being burdened, 
2. Cor. v. 4. This clogs the wheels of their 
affections, darkens the eye of faith, clips the 
wings of hope, embitters or pollutes all their 
pleaſures, and conſtrains them to ſay with David, 
O that I had wings like a dove; for then would I 
fly away and be at reſt. | 


The bleſſedneſs of heaven will include, an 
entire exemption both of body and ſoul, from 
all the imperfections and irregularities to which 
they are now ſubjed. Our underſtandings are 
fo dark, and our knowledge fo imperfett in the 
preſent ſtate, that many things remain either 
totally unintelligible; or concerning which we 
can at beſt only form conjectures, becauſe we 
know but in part: but then our perceptive facul- 
ty will be ſo freed from the miſts which covered 
it, as to diſcover through a medium fo diſtin 
and clear, that, we ſhall ſee even as we are ſeen, 
and known even as we are known. Our wills ſhall 
be abſorbed in the will of God, our affeQions 
which here are ſo carnal, and unſtable, ſhall invari- 
ably centre in God: in ſhort, all the powers of 


the mind ſhall be pure, harmonious, and vigo- 


rous, in their reſpective ſpheres of action. Not 
2 | only 
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only the ſoul but the body will ſhare 1n the glory 


of that ſtate. What an innumerable hoſt of evils 
are they ſubjett to here, through diſeaſe, pain, 
and weakneſs; all which enter by a thouſand 
different channels, and caule us to groan out a 
languiſhing exiſtence of threeſcore years and 
ten. But God /hall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſor- 


row, nor crying, neither ſhall there be. any more 


pain: Rev. i. 4. for our vile bodies ſhall be 


changed and faſhioned like unto the glorious body 
of - Fefus Chriſt, Phil. iii. 21. To conclude, 
elernal life excludes all evil, and includes all 
poſſible good, There, there is no body of fin 
and death, no fear or unbelief, no dark, wintry, 
lukewarm frames of heart, When . we arrive 
there, all our corruptions ſhall be extinguithed, 
all our enemies ſubdued, all obſtruttions to 
communion with God remoyed ; there will be 
light without any darkneſs; life without the 
poſſibility of dying; joy without exceſs, and 
pleaſure without a ſting. There, there can be no 
pain in refletting on the paſt, no diſtreſs by things 
preſent, nor any anxiety about futurity. 1 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but this 
is ſure, whatever a God can give, or an immor- 
tal. ſoul poſſeſs, ſhall go to make up the happineſs 
of eternal life. 
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How great the folly of the world, who hazard 
the loſs of all this glory, for the pleaſures of fin 
which are but for a ſeaſon! how amazing that 
the heart of God's people ſhould be fo little 
there, and ſo much ſet on things below ; where all 
is yanity and vexation of ſpirit, In how pleaſing 
a point of yiew, does our own diſſolution and 
that of our friends appear through the medium 
of this glory! How inevitable the excluſion of 
that ſinner who dies without faith, regeneration, 
and holineſs, Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 3. 
Heb. xii. 14. There is no alternative, either 
God muſt recede from his truth, or the ſinner 
muſt be delivered from his impurity, before he 
can ſtand before the face of God with joy. This 
leads us to ſpeak, * 


II. Of future miſery. Awful ſubjet this indeed! 

calculated to impreſs the mind with the greateſt | 
ſeriouſneſs; 'tis a ſubjett of infinite importance 
in religion, and ſhould be often brought to the 


view of the more careleſs, and unthinking part 


of mankind, if haply they may be perſuaded by 
the terrors of the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 11. This like 
many other Scripture doctrines has grown very 
unpopular of late, and not a few of thoſe who 
are called miniſters of the goſpel have expunged 
it from their creed, and ſcorn to pollute their 
mouths, or wound the delicacy of their hearers, 
by a doctrine which they do not ſcruple to call 

ſhocking. 
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ſhocking. Such would do well to remember 
they difſent from Chriſt and his apoſtles, and in- 
cur the judgment pronounced, Ezek. iii. 18. When 
T ſay unto the wicked thou ſhalt ſurely die, and 
thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn 
him from his wicked way to ſave his life; the fame 
wicked man ſhall die in his —— but his blood 
will I require at thine hand, 


1. As heaven is ſet forth by metaphors that 
are pleaſing and expreſſive of delight, ſo hell 
is deſcribed by ſuch as are expreſſive of horror, 
and wretchedneſs. It is called, 1 Pet. iii. 19, a 
priſon, to expreſs the wretchedneſs, ſhame and 
bondage of thoſe who are ſhut up under the 
diſpleaſure of God. It is called wrath, vengeance 
and deſtrufiion from the preſence of the Lord, and 
the glory of his power, Rom. ix. 22. 2 Theſſ. 
i. 8. 9. The wrath of God againſt his enemies 
is deſcribed in a very majeſtic manner by the 
Prophet Nahum, i. 2. 6. God is jealous, and 
the Lord revengeth; the Lord revengeth and ts 
furious, the Lord will take Vengeance on his adver- 
aries, and he reſerveth wrath for his enemies. 
Who can ſtand before his indignation ? and who 
can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger? His fury 
is poured out like fire and the rocks are thrown down 
by him. It is called the blackneſs of darkneſs, 
Jude. xiii. To ſhew it is miſery of the worſt kind, 
outer darkneſs Matt. xxii. 13. To expreſs it as 

puniſhment 
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puniſhment in the extreme or higheſt degree; 
and chains of darkneſs to intimate their ſouls 
being ſealed or bound up under it. Our Lord, 
calls it everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels, Matt. xxv. 41, and in Rev. xix. 20. 
it is called a lake of fire burning with brim- 
ſtone, In which is expreſſed the reality and in- 
tenſeneſs of that miſery which is the portion of 
the wicked, 


2. But of what docs it actually confiſt? the 
loſs of heaven and all its glory. Thoſe things 
of which the happineſs of eternal life conſiſts, 
are now treated as having neither beauty nor 
value; but when the loſs of them is perceived, the 
conſciences of ſinners will be rouſed to a keen 
ſenſe thereof. The wicked in this life under loſſes 
and trials, are like the w:ld bull in a net. Ia. li. 
20. Cain, when the Lord ſaid a fugitive and a 
vagabond ſhalt thou be upon the earth, laid, my 
puniſhment is greater than I can bear, Gen. iv. 12, 
13. If it is thus with wicked men under ſmaller 
evils, how ſhall it be when they perceive that hea- 
ven is irrecoverably loſt ? what can the effect 
be, but weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth ? Matt, 
XXV: O. 


In hell, all the. fins of the wicked will be ſet 
in order before them, and that intolerable load 


of guilt which ariſes from them, will for ever prey 
upon 


. 
upon their conſciences, and the terror and anguiſh 
of ſoul ariſing from hence, is very powerfully de- 


ſcribed by our Lord, Mark ix. 44. Ther worm 
dieth not; and the fire is not quenched. 


Another part of their miſery, will be the fer- 
vent deſire of deliverance, or mitigation of their 
torments, which will be rejetted and declared 
impoſſible ; ſee this ſet forth in the parable of the 
richmanand Lazarus, where the former is deſcrib- 
ed as ſaying, Father Abraham have mercy on me, 
and ſend Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his 


finger in water, and cool my tongue ; for I am 
tormented in this flame : But Abraham ſaid, ſon, 


remember that thou in thy life time reccivedſi thy 
good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things : 
but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented ; 
and beſide all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed : fo that they which would paſs from 
hence to you cannot : neither can they paſs to us that 
would come from thence, Luke xvi. 24, 25, 26. 


Again, Everlaſting puni/hment includes envying 
andgrieving atthe happineſs of the righteous. This 
is plainly hinted at by our Lord as a part of their 
miſery. There ſhall be weeping, and gnaſhing of 
teeth, when ye ſhall fee Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, 
and you yourſelves Mruſt out, Luke xiii. 28. 
It alſo includes ſhame, remorſe, and ſelf-con- 

f | demnation: 


9 
demnation : ſhame, under a ſenſe of the revela⸗ 
tion of all their ungodly deeds; remorſe, in the 
recollection of having loſt heaven, and incurred 
all the miſery of hell, for pleaſures ſo trifling 
and ſhort-lived: ſelf-condemnation, from a 
conſciouſneſs that God is juſt and righteous? for 
every mouth ſhall be ſtopped, and all the world 
become guilty before God. 


Another part of their miſery ariſes from the 
company with whom they are doomed to dwell : 
therefore, by way of heightening the piQure 
of their miſery, they are ſaid to have their por- 
tion with the Devil and his Angels, Matt. xxv. 
41. To which will be added, their own familiar 
companions, with whom they rioted in exceſs, 
and helped forward their deſtruction. What re- 
ciprocal pain will they feel at the ſight of each 
other? and what mutual reproaches will enſue ? 
It is not improbable, but a fear of ſomething like 
this, may be conſidered as the principle of the 
rich man's requeſt; Send him (Lazarus) to my fa- 
ther's houſe: for I have froe brethren ; that he may 
teſtify unto them, leſt they come alſo into this place 
of torment, Luke xvi. 27, 28. 


Laſtly, No ſmall portion of wretchedneſs will 
ariſe from reflection. The foul will take a retro- 
ſpeQ view of all the diſſipations by which the ſen- 
fual appetite was gratified: but, there is no plea- 
ſure 


1 25 1 
fare in the remembrance, they are all turned to 
poiſon ; and prove ſo many arrows to wound the 
finner's conſcience. Mercies, judgments, and pri- 
vileges are all called up to view, together with 
the momentary impreſſions they made upon the 
heart; and altogether, will probably excite ſome 
ſuch | exclamation as this, O that I had been wiſe ; 
that I had underſtood this: that I had confidered my 
latter end! Great as this miſery may appear, it is 
further increaſed and aggravated by the follow- 
ing conſiderations. The puniſhment of the wicked 
bs uſeleſs to them, neither ſoftening the heart, aton- 
ing for ſin, or in any way tending to deliverance ; 
the ſentence is gone forth: He that is unjuſt, let 
him be unjuſt ſtill: and he which is filthy let him 


be filthy ſtill. Rev, xxii. 1. It is inceſſant, there 
is no abatement or intermiſhon ; a ſhort inter- 
val would be a great alleviation, but the ſmoak 
F their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever, 
Rev. xiv. 11. It is unmixed ſorrom, the ſorrows 
and afflictions of this life are born with ſome 
degree of ſubmiſſion, becauſe they are blended 
with' ſome comforts and bleſſings, but there 
they drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture, Rev. xiv, 10. 
It is remedileſs : there remains no more ſacrifice for 
fm; no tears avail, no lamentations profit, re- 
pentance is never known there, and hope is 
for ever excluded, as the tree falls fo it lies. It is 
wunutterable, all the metaphors and images that na- 
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ture can produce. and all the Scriptures ſay. of 
it, fall infinitely ſhort of fully deſcribing 1 it. But 
the finiſhing and crowning trait of this wien * 
its duration, which brings me to 


Olfv. IV. That the happineſs of heaven, 
and the miſery of hell, hath receive their full 
completion, from the idea of eternal duration. 
This fills the heavenly choirs with confidence and 
joy; while it drowns the wicked i in expreſſible 
terror and deſpair, The eternal bleſſednefs of the 
ſaints i is not only revealed in the Scripture, but 
is, I believe, in general admitted by. thoſe wha 
deny the dottrine of eternal puniſhment : it 1s the 
latter therefore which is to be the ſubject of our 
attention, Denying the eternity of hell torments, 
is an error, which. at this time is ſpreading among 
the profeſſing world; and in geperal wherever 
it is publickly preached, it is eagerly embraced, 
Nor is it at all to be wondered at, when, we 
conſider that the doftrine itlelf is, perfeRly com · 
paüble with the corrupt principles of human 
nature. Indeed. the rage of the day is for a ſy ſtem 
of religion that comports with the natural dictates 
of the human heart, And under the influence of 
this principle the great champion for ſocinaniſm 
has ſo far altered and new modelled- the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that with ſome ſmall additions it 
will equally well ſuit the conſcience. of either 
Jev, Turk, or Infidel, But then, let it be re- 
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membered, that by this mean feligion is dif- 
torted, and loſes its original form: nor can it 
be otherwiſe, for, in every article that the Chriſ- 
tian religion is brought down to the tafte and 
inclination of natural men, in that proportion it 
is rendered unlike itſelf. Another principle 
on which the ſpreat of this  doftrine may be ac- 
counted for, is the preſent rage for novelties and 
ſpeculations among the profeſſors of religion 
many of whom are like the Athenians, whoſe 
great ambition was to hear and tell of ſontething 
new. Now though the things or doQrines with 
which theſe perfons are charmed, are nothing but 
old ones new modelled; or revived under new 
names; yet it is amazing how pleaſed they are, 
under the idea of having found ſomething 
which hath not been known or believed before. 
It may be accounted for likewife on this 
ground, attendance upon goſpel ordinances is 
become mere matter of entertainment ; nor need 
I ſcruple to fay, that the very ſame principle 
which leads the profeſſed man of the world to 
the play-houſe or the affembly, leads many a 
profeſſor to church or meeting. To ſpend an idle 
hour, and obtain a little entertainment, is the 
profeſſed motive of the firſt; and what is there 
more that influences the laſt ? Indeed, the doc- 
trine of limited puniſhment wears a ſuſpicious 
aſpett, from the favourable reception it meets 
with among men who have no religion, I do 
| D 2 not 
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Whit | 
il | | not mean ſuch as make no profeſſion of it; but 
1 $1111 | rather thoſe who, profeſſing it, feel nothing of 
| 1 3 its power, and who, live in direct violation of its 
10 moſt important commands. Of theſe the apoſtle 
Wi 1 ſpeaks, 2 Tim. iii. 5. having a form of godli- 
if 9 neſs, but denying the power thereof ; and he adds 
\ Wi . elſewhere, they are the enemies of the croſs of 
tis Chriſt, Phil. iii. 18. 
All 8 | 
Wy Is the, emancipation of the damned from their 
— miſerable ſtate, in the contemplation of the Di- 
1660 | vine mind ? (and though we die in our fins) may 
N ve comfort ourſelves and others, with the thought 
1 1 that our miſery, and that of the fallen angels, will 
115 at laſt be remitted? What an aſtoniſhing event 
060 would this be! an event equally grand and aſto- 
| 10 niſhing, as either Chriſt's appearance in the fleſh, 
Wy or his coming to judge the world: and conſe- 
if quently we have as good reaſon to expe it would 
100 be as clearly aſcertained in divine Revelation; 
Wl and frequently called up to our view by the pro- 
| (i | phets, our Lord, and his apoſtles. But ſearch 
Wills the Scriptures, and you will find, though they of- 
Bk ten dwell on the former, they do not ſo much as 
| h f remotely hint at the latter. 
| 00 . But what is the doctrine of limited puniſhment ? 
ith It is little if any thing ſuperior to the doctrine of 
| MY | purgatory ; but then, while it retains all the worſt 
1 1 of that rige. it excludes its conſiſ- 
| wt | tency ; 
1 50 
th 
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tency ; for the Romiſh church have very properly 
aſſociated with purgatory the doctrine of praying 
for the ſouls of their departed friends : and if we 
believe that all the damned ſhall at laſt be releaſ- 
ed, we ought to make ſuch a deſirable event the 
ſubje& of conſtant and fervent prayer: and one 
great reaſon why Proteſtants have ever rejetted 
ſuch a practice, is, the belief they have, that the 
ſtate of every man is inevitably and eternally 
fixed at death. 


Upon what ground is the doctrine of everlaſl- 
ing puniſhment denied? principally I believe up- 
on its ſuppoſed inconſiſtency with divine goodneſs, 
and the terms by which it is expreſſed ſometimes, 
importing a limited time. only *. It is ſuppoſed to 
be inconſiſtent with divine goodneſs, under the 
idea that fin is not an evil of ſuch a nature as to 
deſerve ſuch a puniſhment ; therefore it would 
not be conſiſtent with the known, goodneſs of God 
to inflit it. In the views which men form of 
God, they are evidently partial, overlooking the 
regard which he invariably manifeſts to the hon- 
our of his own law, and to his holineſs and juſ- 
tice in puniſhing its tranſgreſſors; the demerit of 


The author does not wiſh it to be underſtood, that he thinks 
there are no more objections urged againſt this doctrine, than 
theſe two ; but as theſe were the only ones that occurred to his 
memory, at the time of delivering the ſermon, he did not think 
himſelf at liberty to enlarge, in writing the ſermon far the 
wo, | 


whole 
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whoſe fin, is to be meaſured by the infinite glory 
of him againſt whom it is committed, and who, 
if the Scriptures are true, looks upon it with the 
utmoſt deteſtation and abhorence; at the fame 
time declaring its demerit to be ſuch, as will 
juſtify his ſevereſt difpteafure. Nahum i. 2, 6. 


„A God all mercy, is a God unjuſt.” 


But this argument againſt everlaſting puni/hment 
proves too much ; for if the demetit of ſin be as 
trifling as theſe perſons ſuppoſe it to be, the very 
ſame objeftion may be made againſt other diſpen- 
ſations of God; which upon ſuch a principle will 
appear equally to militate againſt the divine good- 
neſs. I need not ſay ſuch objections may be, but 
rather that they are already made. The ruin and 
curſe brought upon all Adam's poſterity, for his 
one tranlgreſſion, Rom. v. 18, 19. The drowning 
of the whole world, except one family, Geneſis 
vii. 23. The Iſraelites deſtroying the nations 
of Canaan, men, women, and children, by the 
expreſs command of God. Deut. iii. 6. I have 
heard all theſe urged againſt the truth of 
the Scriptures ; becauſe, ſay the objeQtors, they 
are not compatible with our notions of the 
divine goodneſs. Alas, vain man vill not 
ceaſe to be wiſe above what is vritten; he 
wilt not humbly confeſs his own ignorance, al- 
though the judgments of the Lord are unſearch- 
able, and his ways paſt finding out, Rom. xi. 33- 
Whenever we contemplate either the character or 

the 
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the condu& of Jehovah, it well becomes us to 
ſay with David, Suck &nowledge is too wonderful 


for me + it is high, I cannot attain uno it! Plalm 


cxxxix. 6. It is enough for us to be aſſured that 
although clouds and darkneſs are round about him. ; 
yet rightrouſneſs and judgment are the habitation of 
his throne; Plalm xcvn. 2 : and who, though he be 
a God forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin ; yet 
he will by no means clear the guilty, Exod. xxxiv. 
7. In ſhort, we fee, that though God is good, 
yet he has ſuffered much miſery to lie upon his 
creatures in this preſent world. Angels, and ſome 
part of the human race, have been lying under 
his wrath for thouſands of years; and, if God 
can be juſt in ſuffering the former, and inflicting 
the latter at all, why not in their continuance. 
to an unlimited duration. 


2. This doftrine- is likewiſe oppoſed on this 
ground; that the words by which it is expreſſed, 
are ſometimes taken in a limited ſenſe. The 
queſtion is not, whether the words for ever, eter- 
nal, and everlaſting, are not ſometimes uſed in a 
limited ſenſe; this is granted: but whether this 
is always naturally and neceſſarily ſo underſtood? 
There is ſcarce a ſchool-boy but could tell us, that 
one word will often admit of more acceptations 
than one; therefore the determined ſenſe of the 
word muſt be aſcertained by the ſcope or connec- 
tion of the place where it ſtands, When theſe 
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terms are uſed in relation to the promiſed land, 
Geneſis Fvii. 8. to the ſervant, through whoſe 
ear an awl'was to be thruſt, Deut. xv. 17. or to 
any of the ordinances of the Levitical diſpenſa- 
tion, Exod. xii. 24. in all theſe, and the like 
eaſes, (and they are chiefly confined to the Old 
Teſtament) the word Oy hath a limited 


NT, 


In dt of the doArine of eternal puniſhment, 
in the ſenſe for which we pang, I ſhall offer the 
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1. The puniſhment of the wicked is ſet forth 
by the ſame words which are uſed to expreſs' the 
duration of God himſelf, The eternal God is thy 
refuge, Deut. xxxiii. 27. From everlaſting to ever. 
laſting, thou art God, Pſalm xc. 2. Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. Here the 
three principal expreſſions, by which the puniſh. 
ment of the wicked is ſet forth, are applied to the 
infinite Jehovah, and muſt inevitably mean end- 
leſs duration; unleſs we ſuppoſe the exiſtence of 
God to be limited. Now, if endleſs duration be 
the import of theſe phraſes, when applied to God, 
let it be ſhown why they ſhould not be underſtood 
in the ſame extent, when expreſſing the puniſh. 
ment of the wicked. Till it is proved, that our 
conſtruttion of them is againſt the ſcope of the 


place where they ſtand, or is plainly contra. 
difted 
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dicted by other Scriptures, we muſt conclude, the 
puniſhment of ſinners will be without end. 


| 2. That the puniſhment of the wicked is ex- 


_ preſſed by terms which have an unequivocal mean- 


ing, and expreſs an unlimited duration, Matt. iii. 
12. But he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire, Mark ix. 44. Where their worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched, Mark iii, 29. 
But, he that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
hath never forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eter- 
nal damnation. This paſlage is expounded by 
Matt. xii. 32. Whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the 


Hoh Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven, neither in 


this world neither in the world to come. Now the 
plain and natural conſtruction of theſe places is, 
that the puniſhment of the wicked will never ceaſe. 
g. There are Scriptures, which though they do 
not affirm it ſo deciſively, yet it may be clearly 
infered from them, Except your righteouſneſs 


Shall exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and 


pliariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, Matt. v. 20. I take the mean- 
ing of this place to be, that if they died 
without any better righteouſneſs than the pha- 
riſees, there was no period of time, nor any 
means, in, or by, which they ſhould obtain 
the bleſſedneſs of heaven. Again, Luke xvi. 26. 
Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: ſo that 

E they 
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they which would paſs from hence to you cane 
not: neither can they paſs to us that would come 
from thence. Now though this be but a pa- 
| rable, yet as our Lord in other caſes ſet forth 
| Wil real truths under ſimilitudes, I have no doubt 
| he did ſo here, and by this paſſable gulf 
1 | meant to ſhadow forth the perpetual baniſh- 
ment of the wicked from God and glory : for 
| this puniſhment is everlaſting deſtruftion from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
| his power, 2 Theſſ. i. 9. There is another 
| paſſage from which it is more. obvious than 
1 either of thoſe, Rev, xxii. 11. He that is un- 
Juſt, let him be unjuſt fill: and he which is fil- 
thy, let him be fo ſtill: and he that is righteous, 
let him be Tighteous ſtill: and he that is holy let 
„ him be holy ſtill. The things here prophecied of 
N. | are the general judgment, and the perfecting 
10 of the happineſs of the ſaints; and when theſe 
come to paſs, then ſhall theſe words be ſpoken, 
intimating that eyery man fhall for ever abide 
in that ſtate wherein death and judgment find 
him: and this anſwers to that important truth, 
Heb. x. 26. 27. For i ue fin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins, 
but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which ſhall devour the adverſaries. 
The apoſtle's meaning is, that all ſuch finners 
as reje& Chriſt, and his atonement or ſalva- 
tion 
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tion, are excluded from all benefit in it, and 
that there is no other medium by which ſin- 
ners can be delivered, but that they muſt 
be given up to deſpair and deſtruction for ever. 
A Chriſtian cannot but be jealous of every 
doftrine which depreciates the atonement of 
Chriſt, and holds out the idea of ſalvation to 
ſinners, though they die ſtrangers to any in- 
tereſt in it. 


4. I argue the certainty of eternal puniſhment, 
from thoſe Scriptures which intimate the total ceſ- 
ſation of the diſpenſation of mercy, when the 
reſurreftion and general judgment take place; this 
is intimated I think by our Lord, Matt. xxv. 10, 
11, 12. And they which were ready, went in with 
him to the marriage, and the door was ſhut ; then 
came others and ſaid, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
But he anſwered and ſaid, verily I ſay unto you, I 
know you not ; which ſeems to expreſs an entire 
and endleſs excluſion from the happineſs of hea- 
ven, We may add to this a paſſage in 1 Cor. 
XV. 24. Then cometh the end, when he ſhall have 
delivered up the - kingdom to God, even the Father. 
How expreflive is this text to ſhew, that at the 
laſt day Chriſt, having finiſhed the work of ſal- 
vation, and there being no further diſpenſation 
of grace, ſhall deliver up his mediatorial kingdom 
to his Father, which would not be the caſe, if fo 
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geeat a ben as the redemption of che damned 


was yet behind. 

5. Ilikewiſe infer the eternity of hell from ſuch 
paſſages as urge us to regar&our ſoul's ſalyation 
now, immediately. Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in 
ſuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh, 
Matt. xxiv. 44. Why ſhould our Lord urge them 
to be thus ready, and to be waiting for his com- 
ing, but becauſe he knew that there was no ſalva- 
tion wrought, nor grace beſtowed, but on this fide 
the grave? The miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt addreſs 
their hearers in ſuch language as Cor. vi. 2. Be- 
hold now is the accepted time; Behold now is the 
day of ſalvation, with a view to impreſs their minds 
with a ſenſe of the importance of divine things. 
But the doctrine of limited puniſhment deſtroys 
the great and powerful principle, by which we 
have been ſtimulated in our preaching, when we 


have admoniſhed ſinners to fly from the wrath 


to come; becaule there is no repentance or re- 
demption beyond the grave. 


6. and laſtly. The doaQrine of everlaſting puniſh- 
ment will appear true, from conſidering that it is 
ſet forth by the ſame word, and made parallel 
with eternal life in its duration, be it more orleſs. 
There is no avoiding the force of this argument ; 
for, by parity of reaſoning, if eternal life means an 
endleſs duration of happineſs, why ſhould not 
everlaſting puniſhment be underſtood in the ſame 

extent? 


. 
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> extent ? But if everlaſting puniſhment means a 
limited duration of miſery, then eternal life muſt 
h mean a limited duration of happineſs. In ſhort the 
on do drine of limited puniſhment is not a dofrine 
in of Revelation; it is an invention of later times; 
h, it is a doctrine according to, and after the fleſh, 
m tending to promote carnal ſecurity; open the 
1— flood-gates of licentiouſneſs; and finally, to drown 
a ſinners in awful deluſion and deſpair, and there- 
le fore ought to be rejected by every ſerious chriſ- 
1 tian. 
e- | | 
ne Inferences, from the whole. 1. The loſs of 
is MW this glory, and the experience of all this miſery 
8. is what many experience who once laughed at them 
66 as fables; what we all deſerve, Pſalm. cxxx. 3. and 
ye I what we ſhould all have experienced, but for the : 
e WH forbearing goodneſs of God. Yea, it is what muſt 
h be our portion ſtill, if we are not made partakers 
4 of faith, repentance, and holineſs. 


2. Then we ſhould often meditate upon the hap- 


„ MI pincſs and miſery of a future ſtate ; what an awful 
is diviſon of mankind will this be. The righteous 
cl will look on Jeſus with delight; the wicked 
.. callto rocks and mountains to fall on them; and 
; HF hide them from his preſence. The righteous as 
n AW wheat ſhall be gathered into heaven; but the 
It wicked as tares bound in bundles, and caſt into 
e hell; and as the door of the bottomleſs pit is cloſ- 


14 Ing 
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ning, the doleful ſound of everlaſting puniſhment 
will diffuſe univerſal deſpair. 


3. How ought we to prize the word of God, by 
which the way that leads from the one to the 
other is pointed out ; Jeſus is the way, John xiv. 6. 
He came to fave ſinners, and the chief of them 
too: and though we preach the terrors of the Lord, 

that we may perſuade men, yet with pleaſure we 
tell ſinners, that in Jeſus there is the remiſſion of 
fin, and aſſure them that in coming to him, * 
ſhall in no viſe be caſt out. 


4. Let us examine ourſelves, whether we be in 
the faith or not. To which of theſe are we haſten- 
ing, to glory, or to miſery ? Let us not deceive 
ourſelves, it is not a profeſſion, a name, a creed 
or a form of godlineſs, that will do; we muſt 
be in Chriſt ; we muſt be born again, and bring forth 
fruit to holineſs, or our end will never be ever- 
laſting life, Rom. vi. 22. May God make us 
all real Chriſtians and enable us to walk as 
ſuch for the Redeemer's ſake. AE x. 
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